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An Enemy of the People is less frequently performed today than most of Ibsen’s

mature plays, for two principal reasons. One is, simply, the size of the cast. A crowd

costs money, and without a crowd the great fourth act loses much of its impact (and a

small crowd is almost worse than no crowd at all). The other problem is ideological.

Some of the opinions expressed by Dr. Stockmann, especially his demand for
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“aristocrats,” his contempt for the masses, and his assertion that “the minority is
always right,” strike an illiberal note in modern ears. On these points Ibsen was in fact
expressing a commonly shared attitude; Mill, Tocqueville, Dickens and most liberal
thinkers of the time distrusted the tyranny of the common place majority.“Those

whose opinions go by the name of public opinion...are always a mass, that is to say,

collective mediocrity,” wrote Mill in his great essay on Liberty.
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