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Matthew Barney is the most exasperating artist in America. Matthew Barney is
the most visionary artist in America. Matthew Barney is the sexiest artist in
America. Matthew Barney is a sham. Certainly, Barney is one of the few artists
in America who can generate such deeply divided opinions about his work. At
once gorgeous and gross, fascinating to some and impenetrable to many;, his art
incorporates such unconventional materials as petroleum jelly and almost always
involves the transformation of one body into another, often of an uncertain
species or gender.“I’m attracted to things that embrace mystery,” he says.
Indeed, over the past two decades Barney has created an arcane and dreamlike
universe of forms derived from sports, biology, and myth, whose scope became
apparent with the five films of his epic “Cremaster Cycle”(1994-2002),which
dominated a career-defining exhibition at New York’s Guggenheim Museum in
2003. Aside from the films (actually made in high-definition video), the show
also included related drawings, photographs, and sculptures, and seemed the
product of a vision so grand and an imagination so excessive that many

wondered what Barney could possibly do to top it. (ART news, June 2006)
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